


GINA A. ULYSSE is assistant professor in the department of anthropology and the
African-American studies program at Wesleyan University.

The University of Chicago Press, Chicago 60637
The University of Chicago Press, Ltd., London
© 2007 by The University of Chicago

All rights reserved. Published 2007

Printed in the United States of America

16 15 14 I3 12 II 10 09 08 07 12345

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-84121-2 (cloth)
ISBN-13: 78-0-226-84122-9 (paper)
ISBN-10: 0-226-84121-9 (cloth)
ISBN-10: 0-226-84122-7 (paper)

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Ulysse, Gina A.

Downtown ladies : informal commercial importers, a Haitian anthropologist, and
self-making in Jamaica / Gina A. Ulysse.

p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references-and index.

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-84121-2 (cloth : alk. paper)

ISBN-10: 0-226-84121-9 (cloth : alk. paper)

ISBN-13: 78-0-226-84122-9 (pbk. : alk. paper)

ISBN-10: 0-226-84122-7 (pbk. : alk. paper) 1. Street vendors—Jamaica. 2. Women

merchants—Jamaica. 3. Informal sector (Economics)—Jamaica. 4. Imports—Jamaica.

1. Title.
. HF5459.J25U59 2007
381’.18082097292—dc22
2007022667

© The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of the American
National Standard for Information Sciences—Permanence of Paper for Printed Library
Materials, ANSI 239.48-1992.

FOR LAMERCIE LAFRANCE & JULIETTE MARIE JAVE




Contents

Foreword by Catharine R. Stimpson ix
Acknowledgments  xiii

Introduction. Toward a Reflexive Political Economy within a Political
Economy of Reflexivity 1

CHAPTER I. Of Ladies and Women: Historicizing Gendered Class and
Color Codes 22

CHAPTER 2. From Higglering to Informal Commercial Importing 58

CHAPTER 3. Caribbean Alter(ed) natives: An Auto-Ethnographic
Quilt 96

CHAPTER 4. Uptown Women/Downtown Ladies: Differences among
ICIs 132

CHAPTER 5. Inside and Outside of the Arcade: My Downtown Dailies
and Miss B.’s Tuffness 157

CHAPTER 6. Shopping in Miami: Globalization, Saturated Markets, and
the Reflexive Political Economy of ICIs 192

CHAPTER 7. Style, Imported Blackness, and My Jelly Platform Shoes 219
Brawta. Written on Black Bodies: ICIs’ Futures 251

Notes 257

Bibliography 283

Index 1317


























































	Ulyssecover
	Ulysse Ch 3

